
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

EAST COAST NEW JERSEY PREMIERE OF AWARD-
WINNING DOCUMENTARY AMERICAN POT STORY: 
OAKSTERDAM  
 
The feature documentary American Pot Story: Oaksterdam will have its East Coast premiere at 
the Lighthouse International Film Festival on Long Beach Island, NJ on Saturday, June 10th, at 
3:45pm at LBI Foundation of the Arts on 120 Long Beach Blvd, Long Beach, NJ 08008. 
 
The afterparty, hosted by Arcview Management Consulting, will take place immediately 
following the screening at the beautiful Firefly Gallery of artist/gallerist Joanne Dozer.  
 
The 2023 film festival takes place from June 7th to June 11th.  Each film is selected from the 
most respected worldwide film festivals including SXSW, Slamdance, Tribecca, Cannes, 
Sundance, etc.  
 
American Pot Story: Oaksterdam tells the unknown origin story of a handful of underdogs who 
are the reason for the huge change we see today in cannabis policy in the U.S. What began at 
the first ever cannabis college in Oakland, California would end up impacting the whole world, 
reflecting Northern California's rich history of civil resistance.  
 
Award-winning critically acclaimed filmmakers (and married couple) Dan Katzir and Ravit 
Markus of New Love Films spent a decade following this small group of rebels, including 
Oaksterdam University Founder, Richard Lee, and Oaksterdam’s Executive Chancellor, Dale 
Sky Jones. After becoming paraplegic, Richard Lee discovered marijuana helped him deal with 
some of his conditions better than any medication. At that moment, he realized his life’s mission 
was to legalize cannabis. Dale Sky Jones, a woman with a heartbreaking past, found her voice 
in the cannabis movement when she joined the Oaksterdam family.  
 
Other notable personalities in the film are: Actor and Advocate Tommy Chong, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom, Congresswoman Barbara Lee, and Evan Nison of Nison Co, the New 
Jersey based prominent Cannabis PR firm. Nison, a NJ native and resident, who is on the 
national boards of NORML and SSDP, cut his teeth in the cannabis policy arena as a 19-year-
old who took a year off of college to be a field director on Prop 19. 
 
The documentary was awarded the prestigious Slamdance Audience Award when it had its 
world premiere there in January 2023 in the Unstoppable category which highlights people with 
disabilities. It also received the Mayor’s Award at the Oakland International Film Festival and a 
Stoney Award for Best Pot Documentary from CelebStoner.com Magazine. It is an official 
selection for the Dances With Films Festival in Hollywood, California.  
 
The NJ premiere will be preceded by a podcast with film participant Nison on Wednesday May 
31st at 4:20pm EST. Other panelists on the podcast will be the first equity dispensary owner in 
NJ, Tahir Johnson of Simply Pure Trenton, and Jason Malcolm, Principal at Arcview 

http://newlovefilms.com/
http://newlovefilms.com/


Management Consulting. All three will attend the premiere together with director Ravit Markus to 
take questions from the audience after the screening and at the afterparty.  
 
Director Katzir said, “What I learned from following these amazing people for over a decade is 
that passion is still the secret ingredient of revolutions. Our film proves that citizens can bring 
about change on a global level.” “It’s an ode to activists; no matter the cause,” said director 
Markus.  
 
For more information or to schedule an interview with film participant and New Jersey native 
and resident Evan Nison of Nison Co, and/or Ravit Markus, Dan Katzir, Dale Sky Jones, see 
contact info below. Film Press Kit: https://newlovefilms.com/mediakit/ 
 

 
 
 
Website: AmericanPotStory.com 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/americanpotstory 
Instagram: @AmericanPotStory 
Contact: AmericanPotStory@newlovefilms.com 
Ravit Markus: (310)210-1162 
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